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The Child: Citizen of Two Worlds 
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IN THE present grim interna- 
tional struggle, the American peo- 
ple have resolutely championed the 
cause of human freedom. We have 
committed ourselves to oppose relent- 
lessly the aggressions of those who 
deny to man his God-given rights and 
who aim to enslave all mankind 
under the rule of Godless material- 
ism. The responsibilities which we 
have thereby assumed are both grave 
and continuing. They deserve con 
scientious consideration 

It is of primary importance for our 
people to realize that human freedom 
derives from the spiritual nature of 
man and can flourish only when the 
things of the spirit are held in rever- 
ence. Our present principles of action 
need to be evaluated in the light of 
that truth. But we must go even fur- 
ther. Small comfort to be successful 
today if tomorrow the world finds us 
unworthy of the trust reposed in us 
We need, therefore, to examine care- 
fully what spiritual direction we are 
giving to our children to prepare them 
to fulfill their future moral responsi- 
bilities to God and to their Plow 
man. 

In recent decades, striking advances 
have been made in meeting the child's 
hysical, emotional and social needs; 
a his moral and religious needs have 
not been met with the same solicitude 
and understanding. As a result, many 
of our children today betray confusion 
and insecurity because these un-met 
needs are fundamental to the har- 
monious development of their whole 
nature. 


The child must be seen whole and 
entire. He must be seen as a citizen 
of two worlds. He belongs to this 


December, 1950 


names appear at the end of th 


n Washington D.C., on N 
the Administrative 


ember 
Board of 


world surely, but his first and highest 
allegiance is to the kingdom of God 
From his earliest years he must be 
taught that his chief significance 
comes from the fact that he is created 
by God and is destined for life with 
God in Eternity 

The child's prospects for fulfilling 
this great hope which God has re- 
posed in him must be viewed realisti- 
cally. He will come to maturity in a 
society where social, moral, intellec- 
tual and spiritual values are every- 
where disintegrating. In such a so- 
ciety, he will urgently need the inte 
grating force of religion as taught by 
Christ. Such a force will give him a 
complete and rational meaning for his 
existence. 

First of all, it will arouse in him a 
consciousness of God and of eternity 
His vision will be opened out upon a 
supernatural world revealed by faith 
which differs from the world of nature 
his senses reveal. Thus he will dis- 
cover a higher life than this daily one 


and a brighter world than that he sees. ' 


Secondly, it will give him a continuing 
purpose in life, for it will teach him 
that he was made to know, love and 
serve God in this world as the condi- 
tion for meriting eternal happiness 
Thirdly, it will induce in him a deep 
sense of responsibility for those rights 
and obligations he possesses by reason 
of his citizenship in heaven as well 
as on earth. Finally, religion will 
challenge him to sanctify whatever 
walk of life he chooses and to seek 
and accept the Will of God in what- 
ever way it may be manifested. Thus, 
as a principle of integration, religion 
will help the child to develop a sense 


rit 


PB 


the 


] 
| 


N 


of God, a sense of direction, a sense o! 
respon ibility, and a sense of mission 
in this life 


1. Sense of God. 


The child is not complete in him- 
self. He will find his completion 
only in life with God; and that life 
must begin here upon earth. Parents 
therefore, should make early provision 
for their child’s growth in God. This 
is not something to be postponed for 
nurture by school authorities. It must 
begin in the home through simple 
and prayerful practices. Morning and 
evening prayers, grace and 
after meals, the family rosary, the 
saying of a short prayer each time the 
striking clock marks the passage of 
another hour nearer eternity, the rev 
erential making of the Sign of the 
Cross, the inculcation of respect for 
the Crucifix and other religious objects, 
—all these are practices which should 
be encouraged in the religious forma- 
tion of the child. No one can doubt 
that there is a readiness on his part 
to receive such formation, and if par- 
ents are remiss in giving it they will 
lose a splendid opportunity to develup 
in their child that habitual awareness 
of God which is vital to his full 
growth 


before 


Only two courses are open to the 
child—either he will be God-centered 
or self-centered. He is made and des- 
tined for God, but he bears in his 
nature the lingering effects of original 
sin which incline him to seek the 
satisfaction of every selfish whim. To 
correct this bend in his will so that 
God, rather than self, will occupy 
the center of his life is one of the 
most challenging tasks facing parents 

In meeting this challenge, let par- 
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ents make use of the stronge super- 
natural motivation which can be 
drawn from the life of Christ. Let 
them encourage the imitation of Him, 
particularly in His obedience, patience 
and thoughtfulness of others; and let 
them foster the emulation of that 
spirit of unselfish giving so charac- 
teristic of Christ. This can be done 
in many practical ways, particularly 
through providing the child with fre- 
quent opportunities for making acts 
of self-denial in the home. If he is 
taught to deny his selfish whims for 
the sake of Christ, he will not only 
discover a supernatural motive for his 
actions, but he will learn to give God 
that central place in his affections 
which God must occupy if the child 
is to come to his full spiritual stature. 


Little point would be served in in- 
tensifying the child's awareness of 
God during his pre-school years, if 
later his schooling, were to rob him 
of that. His education during school 
years should be of a piece with his 
education at home. Catholic parents, 
clearly grasping this essential truth, 
have undergone great sacrifice and 
enormous expense to establish and 
maintain schools which will continue 
and enlarge the spiritual development 
of the child that was begun at home. 
In doing this, parents have acted 
within their competence, because it 
is they, and not the State, who possess 
the primary right to educate. 


This natural right of parents is one 
which has ever been recognized in 
our American traditions. As recently 
as 1944, the highest court in our land 
confirmed it in these words: “It is 
cardinal with us that the custody, care 
and nurture of the child ressde first im 
the parents whose primary function 
and freedom include preparation for 
obligations the State can neither supply 
nor hinder.’ 

In helping parents to exercise this 
right, the Church stands ready at hand 
with all her material and spiritua! 
resources. At infancy she initiates the 
child into the life of grace and tor 
the rest of his days she stands by his 
side ready to minister to his needs 
She recognizes his preeminent need for 
God and she meets it by providing 
Catholic schools for each stage of his 
educational development. She doe: 
this in virtue of the sublime teaching 
office conferred upon her by 
Christ. 

When it ts impossible for parents 
to take advantage of the God-centered 
education which Catholic schools 
offer, they have a grave obligation to 
provide for their child’s religious in- 
struction in some other way. At least 
they must see that their children at- 
tend Catechism classes and vacation 
schools and receive the benefit of 


Jesus 
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other activities of the Confraternity of 
Christian Doctrine. 

Nor should the State, which has 
demonstrated a genuine interest in 
so many aspects of the child's welfare, 
be indifferent to the inherent value of 
religious instruction and training for 
the child attending tax-supported 
schools. The continuance and well- 
being of a State based on democratic 
principles require that it show a lively 
concern for moral principles and prac- 
tices which are firmly grounded only 
in religion, For the child whe is not 
receiving thorough religious educa- 
tion, the State should look with favor 
on released-tume programs tor his re- 
ligious instruction. 

Many important services have been 
rendered by governmental agencies to 
the child who has been deprived ot 
the care and support of his parents by 
death, illness or musfortune. How- 
ever, it is a source of growing concern 
to us that in certain parts of our 
country there is a trend to regard this 
whole field of foster care as falling 
within the exclusive province of gov- 
ernmental authorities. It surely lies 
within their province to set up and 
enforce legitimate minimum standards 
of care tor the dependent child; but 
the responsibility tor his care should 
not be entirely assumed by them. There 
is a detinite place in America for the 
voluntary agencies of mercy,-——particu- 
larly those operating under religious 
auspices, which are equipped to sate- 
guard and develop the religious lite 
of the dependent child. Certainly the 
child bereft of the immediate care of 
his parents is entitled to those oppor- 
tunities for a religious upbringing, 
which his parents were obligated to 
give him. These Opportunities can be 
best supplied by an agency operating 
under religious auspices. 


Il. Sense of Direction 

The child whose eyes have been 
opened to the vision of God must be 
encouraged to walk by the steady light 
of that vision; otherwise he will follow 
wandering fires. He is too young and 
immature to be left to himself. His 
impulses and desires, so largely un- 
regulated because of his tender years, 
need to be given a sure direction by 
religious training, if he is to achieve 
that great purpose for which he was 
made: to know, to love and to serve 
God 

The child must row God. There 
is a vast difference between “knowing 
about God" and “knowing God.” The 
difference is made by personal experi- 
ence. It is not enough that the child 
be given the necessary truths about 
God. They ought to be given in such 
a way that he will assimilate them 


and make them a part of himself. God 
must become as real to him as his own 
father or mother. God must not re- 
main an abstraction. If He does, He 
will not be loved; and if He is not 
loved, then all the child’s knowledge 
about Him will be sterile. Where love 
is, there too is service. “If you love 
Me, keep My commandments.’” That 
is Christ's test and it must be applied 
to the child. He should be brought to 
see God's commandments and pre- 
cepts as guideposts which give an 
unerring direction to his steps. In this 
work, the Church, the family and the 
school all have a part to play. 

From the time that the Church pours 
the waters of Baptism over his fore- 
head, until she surrenders him at death 
to God, there is no period when she 
does not provide the child, throug} 
her sacraments and teachings, with a 
steady inspiration to serve God. The 
inculcation of virtues, both natural 
and supernatural, the repeated warn- 
ings against succumbing to the de- 
mands of his lower nature, the balm 
with which she alleviates the wounds 
caused by sin in his life, and the 
channels of grace she holds constantly 
open for him,—all these are aids 
which the Church gives the child in 
directing his steps towards God. 

Parents are obligated to see that he 
makes ample use of these helps; and 
in addition they must inspire him to 
love anc service of God by their own 
daily actions. The home will be his 
first school. He will be quick to imi- 
tate what he sees and hears there. Let 
them turn this impulse to imitate, 
which can be the source of much 
mischief and lasting harm, to the 
child’s advantage by giving him at 
home a good example of Christian 
living. 


If this example is not forthcoming, 
the child will become confused by the 


contradiction between what he is 
taught and what he sees practiced. This 
confusion will be compounded when 
he goes to a school where religion is 
taught. There he will be taught to 
reverence the narne of God, but at 
home he will hear God's name used 
irreverently in petulance and anger 
At school he will learn to cooperate 
and get along with his fellow-pupils, 
but at home he will be allowed to 
offend and wrangle with his brothers 
and sisters. At school he will be 
taught strict precepts of honesty and 
justice, while at home he will hear his 
parents boast of sharp business prac- 
tices and clever evasions of the truth 
Disturbed by these contradictions and 
torn by conflicting loyalties to home 
and school, the child will lose confi- 
dence in his parents’ and_ teachers’ 
powers to give him effective direction 

A close association between home 
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and school should be maintained by 
parents and school authorities so as to 
facilitate an exchange of views and 
confidences regarding the child. In 
this way, home and school life can 
be better integrated and there will be 
a reduction of those conflicts which 
very often are at work in his life, and 
which do not receive the understanding 
and attention they deserve. 

When we speak of parents’ respon- 
sibilities, it should be remembered that 
they do not devolve entirely upon the 
mother. The father has his responsi- 
bilities, too, and he must not shirk 
them. It is not enough for him to 
provide the material means of support 
for the family. He also has the obliga 
tion to identify himself with the in- 
terests and activities of his child. If 
the full benefits of parental direction 
are to be reaped by the child, such 
direction tend include that steadying 
and stabilizing influence which it is 
the father's duty to exert 


Fathers and mothers have a natural 
competence to instruct their children 
with regard to sex. False modesty 
should not deter them from doing 
their duty in this regard. Sex is one of 
God's endowments. It should not be 
ignored or treated as something bad 
If sex instruction is properly carried 
on in the home, a deep reverence will 
be developed in the child and he will 
be spared the shameful inferences 
which he often makes when he is left 
to himself to find out about sex. We 
protest in the strongest possible terms 
against the introduction of sex instruc- 
tion into the schools. To be of benefit 
such instruction must be far broader 
than the imparting of information, 
and must be given individually. Sex 
is more than a biological function. It 
is bound up with the sacredness and 
uniqueness of the human personality 
It can be fully and properly appre- 
ciated only within a religious and 
moral context. If treated otherwise, 
the child will see it apart from the 
controlling purpose of his life, which 
is service to God 


Many unsalutary influences are at 
work in modern society which must 
not be allowed free play upon the 
personality of the growing child. Par- 
ents should carefully regulate the com- 
pany and the hours which their child 
keeps. They should not treat him as 
an adult. He needs to be warned 
against, even forbidden, certain asso- 
ciations. Particularly during adoles- 
cence, this is extremely important. A 
vigilant watch should be kept over the 
type of entertainment in which he 
indulges, the motion pictures he at- 
tends, the books he reads, the radio 
and television programs to which he 
is exposed in the home. 
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ill. Sense of Responsibility. 


A common complaint registered 
against the home and the school today 
is that they do not sharpen the child's 
sense of responsibility. He is made 
conscious of his rights, to be sure; but 
he also has obligations which are cor- 
relates of those rights. His education 
and training are defective in the pro- 
portion that those obligations are not 
impressed on his young mind 

No point is urged with greater in- 
sistency by religion than the account- 
ability of each individual before God 
It is the duty of parents to see to it 
that their child develops a deep sense 
of personal responsibility; learning at 
the earliest possible period that he is 
accountable to God for his thoughts, 
his words and his actions. His home 
training must reinforce this teaching 
in every practical way. He should be 
held to strict account for the perform- 
ance of chores and tasks which are 
given to him by his parents. He must 
be made to see that each member of 
the family has a part to play in the 
service of God by carrying out an 
assigned role. The child, thus enlight- 
ened, will be enabled to see in later 
life how the faithful discharge of his 
duties as a citizen can be related to the 
service of God. 


Part of the boredom affecting our 
society today is due to the unsound 
separation which has developed be- 
tween work and spiritual growth. The 
concept of work as a means of fur- 
thering sanctification has largely been 
lost. It remains for parents to recover 
that concept and apply it to the child's 
daily experience. From the conscious- 
ness that even the smallest household 
task when faithfully carried out draws 
him closer to God, the child will de- 
rive a continuing motivation for relat- 
ing all that he does to God. And thus 
every task, no matter how trivial or 
menial, can take on a significance 
which will yield rich spiritual returns 


In this way the child will have 
learned at home a great lesson which 
will make it easier for him to adjust 
to the demands of school life. As he 
takes his place in that larger commu- 
nity, he will do so as a responsible 
individual. He will see his homework, 
his attention in class and his participa- 
tion in school activities as part of the 
same divine plan learned in the home, 
whereby each action has its significance 
in God's eyes. This mindfulness 
throughout his daily life of the super- 
natural value of his actions will be a 
safeguard against the careless perform- 
ance of any duty. The greater his 
talent, the more he will be conscious 
of his obligation to serve God by a 
rightful exercise of that talent. 


If the child is constantly aware that 
his time and his talents belong to 
God he will want to use them properly 
and will avoid those harmful associa- 
tions and pastimes which frequently 
lead to juvenile delinquency. This 
implies however that adequate recrea- 
tional facilities and opportunities for 
the development of his interest in 
hobbies, games and other activities are 
available so that his abounding energy 
can find wholesome channels for ex- 
pression. 

The spiritual helps which the child 
has for 5 casa his sense of respon- 
sibility must not be neglected. Parents 
should encourage the practice of 
nightly examination of conscience and 
weekly confession. The child who goes 
over his thoughts, speech and actions 
at the end of each day, seeking out 
what has been displeasing to God, 
will gradually develop a sensitivity to 
God's claims upon his life. The prac- 
tice of weekly confession will make 
him conscious of the manner in which 
he has misused his time and talents. It 
will heighten in him that sense of 
accountability to God which is neces- 
sary if he is to show proper contrition 
for his failings and proper amendment 
of them 


IV. Sense of Mission. 


In learning the valuable lesson that 
he is acountable to Ged for the use of 
his time and talents the child will 
acquire not only a sense of responsi- 
bility, but a sense of mission as weli. 
For his religious training will remind 
him that his future happiness lies not 
in the indulgence of selfish desires, 
but in the complete dedication of his 
whole personality to God's service. 
“IT am come to do the will of Him who 
sent me.’ This must be the keynote of 
the child's mission in this world. For 
him the Will of God must come to be 
more important than any personal con- 
sideration. Only when he masters this 
truth will he be given to see how all 
things, even disappointments and set- 
backs, can be turned to good account 


in the service of God. 


; ; 
Since everyone is not called to serve 


God in the same way or in the same 
capacity, great care sKould be exercised 
in the child's vocational guidance 
Otherwise, aimlessness in his training 
will leave him without permanent di 
rection for his talents and aptitudes 
Parents and teachers must help him to 
choose and to follow a calling fot 
which he is fitted and in which he can 
best serve God. A deeper awareness 
in the child of his mission in life will 
do much to reduce the shocking waste 
of time and energy which in so many 
instances characterizes his formative 
years today, and later prevents him 
from taking his full place in civic life 
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Among the boys and girls of our 
land, God has destined some to carry 
on the work of His Church for the 
salvation of souls. To these He has 
given a religious vocation. Here in- 
deed is a challenge to the generosity 
of American parents. If in all sincerity 
they have impressed upon their child 
that he has a mission in life to do 
God's will, they, in turn, will want to 
cooperate with that Will and aid in 
its fulfillment. God's claims are prior 
to every human consideration. If He 
calls the child to His special service, 
parents should not shrink from the 
sacrifice often entailed by such a call. 
The pain of severing home ties will be 
more than offset by the spiritual joy 
given to those who labor in the Vine- 
yard of the Lord. 

In emphasizing the supreme impor- 
tance of religion in the spiritual de- 
velopment of the child, we are but 


applying to the circumstances of today 
the eternal principles which the 
Church received from her Divine 
Founder. For nineteen centuries; the 
Church has lingered lovingly over 
Christ's tribute to the child: “Suffer 
little childen to come unto Me and 
forbid them not; for of such is the 
kingdom of God.” The implications 
of that tribute should be recognized by 
all who have care of the child. Theirs 
is the great vocation to show him that 
he is a citizen, not only of the world, 
but of that other world which lies 
beyond with God Whose kingdom is 
the kingdom of children. 
wy DENNIS CARDINAL DOUGHERTY, 
Archbishop of Philadelphia 
ba Epowarp CarpINAL Mooney, 
Archbishop of Detroit 
bXa SAMUEL CARDINAL STRITCH, 
Archbishop of Chicago 


he FRANCIS CARDINAL SPELLMAN, 
Archbishop of New York 
by FRANCIS P. KEOUGH, 
Archbishop of Baltimore 
%K Ropert E. Lucey, 
Archbishop of San Antonio 
bX RicHarD J. CUSHING, 
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Archbishop of Washington 
be JOHN M. GANNON, 
Bishop of Erie 
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Coad jutor Bishop of Youngstown 
bX Micuaer J. Reavy, 
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PERSECUTION OF CATHOLICS BEHIND THE IRON CURTAIN 


Also Joint Statement of the Bishops in Annual General Meeting 


HE Bishops of the United States, 
one in faith and human sympathy, 
salute with admiration the Christian 
heroism, the staunch loyalty to free- 
dom, and the unconquered spirit of 
their brother Bishops, the clergy, the 
religious and the faithful, who live 
and suffer in all those countries of 
Asia and Europe behind the Iron 
Curtain and under the influence of a 
godless persecution 
With horror in this so-called civi- 
lized age, we view the martyrdom, the 
exile and imprisonment of their Shep- 
herds; the dispersion of religious; the 
denial and thwarting of divine wor- 
ship; the closing of schools; the sup- 


pression of the press; the imposition 
of false teaching and the insidious 
capture of their youth. All is of a 
pattern that follows stark fear, planned 
starvation, the displacement and mas- 
sacre of millions of innocent people. 
All is on a vast scale to outdo the 
most violent barbarism in history. 

These good people have known 
persecution in other years. Gallantly 
have they fought against other tyrants 

the Tartar and the Moslem—to help 
defend the freedom of the West. Now 
in their midst, human rights, human 
dignity and human freedom are at 
their lowest ebb 


With dismay we note the apathy of 


Christian nations and the futility of 
their feeble protests in the face of a 
callous indifference to world opinion 
that is in its mildest expression in- 
human Again, when all human 
means seem to fail, we turn inevitably 
to the God of Mercy and united with 
our clergy and people storm the throne 
of heaven that the dawn of a new day 
of peace may brighten the horizon 
that out of the blood and misery and 
tears of our suffering brothers may 
come hope and strengthened courage, 
the shattering of the shackles that 
bind them, and the unhampered en 
joyment of all their natural humar 
rights 
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CATHOLIC CONFERENCE ON INDUSTRIAL PROBLEMS 
CATHOLIC ECONOMIC ASSOCIATION 


EDUCATION 


CATHOLIC THEATRE CONFERENCI 


December, 1950 


January, 1951 
March, 1951 
ASSOCIATION 


June, 1951 
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—NATIONAL LiturGIcCAL WeEK—Dubuque, Iowa. 
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Calendar of Scheduled Catholic Meetings and Events 


regional meeting, Portland, Ore 
ninth annual meeting, Chicago, III. 
—AMERICAN CATHOLIC SOCIOLOGICAL SocIETY-—~12th annual convention, Chicage, Ill 


A. 


COMMITTEE OF THE SOUTH—annual convention, Columbia, S. C. 
48th annual meeting, Cleveland, Ohio 


13th biennial convention, Chicago, Hl 


CHRISTIAN DocrringE—9th national congress, Chicago, Ill 
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The 1950 General Session 
Of the Bishops of the United States 


HE annual meeting of the Cardinals, Arch 
¢ pe and Bishops of the United States was 

held in Washington, November 13-17. A new 
high in attendance, 144 bishops, was registered during 
the sessions held in Caldwell Hall on the campus of 
Catholic University. 
meetings of 


As is customary, the general 
the bishops were preceded and followed 
by meetings of the Administrative Board, N.C.W.¢ 

at 1312 Massachusetts Ave., N.W. 
sions Cardinal Mooney read 


Early in the ses- 
he following message 
from His Holiness Pope Pius XII: 

“As We Our 
Venerable Brethren, assembled in your annual meet- 


convey cordial greetings 
ing to discuss the matters of common concern to the 
Church in your beloved country it 


that We should commend 


: is most appropriece 
to Mary, the special Pa 
troness of the United States, your grave deliberations 
and the decisions to be taken for the spiritual welfare 
of your devoted people. With the vision still vividly 
before Our eyes of the unforgettable scenes and the 
inprecedented concourse of the hierarchy, clergy, re 
ligious and faithful honoring Our Blessed Lady on 
Our dogmatic definition of 
her Assumption into Heaven We have full confidence 


that 


the solemn occasion of 


she will not fail to inspire your councils to yet 
greater and more generous accomplishments for the 
glory of her Divine Son and the salvation of immorta! 
souls. We may truly say of you, Venerable Bret! 

that you have been Our joy and Our crown. Your 


} 


concept of the function of your leadership ha 


your fatherland 


tended beyond the confines of 
filial the 


Common Father of all to bring succor and relief to 


the sense of your devotion has enabled 
the multitudes still clamoring to Us as the Vicar of 
the Christ of Charity, to the refugees, to the emigrants 
without country and looking to Us to provide a haven, 
in a word, to all the most pitiable victims of 

troublous times in their and abandonment 
Mother Church gird them- 
yn the Mystical Body of 
Christ, Our universal care in this perilous hour will 


not lessen and We place Our trust in the continuance 


suffering 
As the enemies of Holy 
selves for yet further attacks 


of your collaboration in this mission of mercy. ‘Th 
many of you who have found it possible to lead pe: 
sonally to this Holy City the edifying pilgrimages you 


organized in such impressive numbers to call down 
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thereby upon themselves and your people the abundant 
divine blessings of this Year cf Jubilee We have 
conveyed Our appreciation for their loyalty and 
devotion. To you all, Venerable Brethren, We renew 
on this occasion the expression of Our special gratitude 
and affection, imparting from Our heart as a pledge 
of every divine favor in your apostolic labors Our 
PIUS PP XII.” 

One item of the first day's business was the election 
of the new Administrative Board, N.C.W.C., which 


yrganized itself as follows on the ie day of the 


Paternal Benediction. 


sessions: Archbishop Keough, chairman, Adminis 
trative Board, Archbishop Alter, vice chairman and 
treasurer; Bishop Noll, secretary; Archbishop Lucey, 
episcopal chairman of the Department of Lay Organ 
izations; Archbishop Mitty, episcopal chairman of the 
Youth Department; Archbishop O'Boyle, episcopal 
Arch- 


bishop Ritter, episcopal chairman of the Department 
of Catholic Action Study: 


chairman of the Social Action Department; 


Brady, 


B she mp 


I 
of Education; Bishop 


episcopal 
chairman of the Department 
Ready, episcopal chairman of the Press Department, 
and Bishop Walsh, episcopal 


chairman of the Legal 
Department. 


Members of the Hierarchy were invited to serve as 


assistant bishops to the Administrative Board as 


rOLIOWS: 

Bishop Lawrence J. Shehan 
assistant to the chairman of the Administrative Board 
N.C.\W.C. Bureau of Information; Bishop 
Vincent S. Waters of Ralcigh, 
Bishop Thomas K. Gorman of Reno, assistant for the 
Bishop Richard O 
2, assistant for the Youth Departm “nt: Bishoy 
Bryan J. McEntegart of Ogdensburg, N.Y., 


Auxiliary of Baltimore 


for the 
assistant secretary; 


Press Department; Gerow of 


Natche 


assistant 


for the Legal Department; Bishop Russell McVinney 


f Providence, assistant for the Department of Educa 


tion; Bishop William A. Scully, Coadjutor of Albany, 
assistant for the Department of 


Catholic Action Study, 


and Bishop Allen J. Babcock, Auxiliary of Detroit 
assistant for the Department of Lay Organizations 
In the I pé of Social 
named as follows: Bishop John F. O'Hara, C.S.C., of 


Buffalo, assistant for the Department of Social Action; 


Action, assistants were 
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ROSTER OF CARDINALS, ARCHBISHOPS AND BISHOPS 
ATTENDING ANNUAL MEETING IN WASHINGTON, NOVEMBER 15, 16, 17, 1950 


Their Eminences Edward Cardinal Mooney, 
Archbishop of Detroit; Samuel Cardinal Stritch, 
Archbishop of Chicago; Francis Cardinal Spellman, 
Archbishop of New York. 


Their Excellencies Archbishops Karl J. Alter of 
Cincinnati, Gerald T. Bergan of Omaha, Edwin V. 
Byrne of Santa Fe, Richard }. Cushing of Boston, John 
A. Floersh of Louisville, Edward D, Howard of Port- 
land, Ore., Francis P. Keough of Baltimore, Moses E. 
Kiley of Milwaukee, Robert E. Lucey of San Antonio, 
J. Francis A. McIntyre of Los Angeles, John J. Mitty 
of San Francisco, Patrick A. O'’Boyle of Washington, 
Joseph E. Ritter of St. Louis, Urban J. Vehr of Den- 
ver, Thomas J. Walsh of Newark. 


Their Excellencies Bishops William L. Adrian of 
Nashville, George W. Ahr of Trenton, Joseph H. 
Albers of Lansing, Robert J. Armstrong of Sacra- 
mento, Thomas A. Boland of Paterson, Stanislaus V. 
Bona of Green Bay, John J. Boyland of Rockford, 
Matthew F. Brady of Manchester, William O. Brady 
of Sioux Falls, Mark K. Carroll of Wichita, William 
J. Condon of Great Falls, Francis R. Cotton of 
Owensboro, Edward C. Daly O.P., of Des Moines, 
James P. Davis of San Juan, Puerto Rico, Bernard T. 
Espelage, O.F.M., of Gallup, Bartholomew J]. Eustace 
of Camden, Edward A. Fitzgerald of Winona, Edmond 
J. FitzMaurice of Wilmington, Laurence J. FitzSimon 
of Amarillo, Albert L. Fletcher of Little Rock, Walter 
A. Foery of Syracuse, John Mark Gannon of Erie, 
Mariana §. Garriga of Corpus Christi, Daniel J. 
Gercke of Tucson, Richard O. Gerow of Natchez, 
Joseph M. Gilmore of Helena, Thomas K. Gorman of 
Reno, Charles P. Greco of Alexandria, Henry J. Grim- 
melsman of Evansville, Francis }. Haas of Grand 
Rapids, William |. Hafey of Scranton, Ralph L. Hayes 
of Davenport, Edward F. Hoban of Cleveland, Edward 
}. Hunkeler, Grand Island, Duane G. Hunt of Salt 
Lake, Peter L. lreton of Richmond, Jules B. Jeanmard 
of Lafayette (La.), James E. Kearney of Rochester, 
Edward J. Kelly of Boise, Louis B. Kucera of Lincoln, 
Charles Hubert LeBlond of St. Joseph, Francis P. 
Leipzig of Baker City, Joseph P. Lynch of Dallas, 
Wm. T. McCarty of Rapid City, Bryan J. McEntegart 
of Ogdensburg, Eugene ]. McGuinness of Oklahoma 
City-Tulsa, Martin D. McNamara of Joliet, Russell 
J. McVinney of Providence, Sidney M. Metzger of 
El Paso, Albert G. Meyer of Superior, Joseph M. 
Mueller of Sioux City, William T, Mulloy of Cov- 
ington, John K. Mussio of Steubenville, Thomas L. 
Noa of Marquette, Wendolin J. Nold of Galveston, 
John F. Noll of Fort Wayne, Henry J. O'Brien of 
Hartford, Martin J, O'Connor, Rector of the North 
American College of Rome, Italy, William A. O'Con- 
nor of Springfield in Illinois, William P. O'Connor of 
Madison, Edwin V. O'Hara of Kansas City, John F. 
O'Hara, C.S.C., of Buffalo, John J. Russell of Charles 


ton, Edward F. Ryan of Burlington, Vincent J. Ryan 
of Bismarck, Joseph H. Schlarman of Peoria, James J. 
Sweeney of Honolulu, Frank A. Thill of Salina, John 
P. Treacy of LaCrosse, Vincent $. Waters of Raleigh, 
Thomas A. Welch of Duluth, Christopher J. Weldon 
of Springfield, Mass., Charles D. White of Spokane, 
Joseph C. Willging of Pueblo, Stephen S. Woznicki 
of Saginaw, and Albert R. Zuroweste of Belleville. 


Their Excellencies Bishops Appolinaris Baumgart- 
ner, O.F.M., Cap., Vicar Apostolic of Guam; Francis 
D. Gleeson, S.J., Vicar Apostolic of Alaska. 


Their Excellencies Bishops Peter W. Bartholome, 
Coadjutor of St. Cloud; Leo Binz, Coadjutor of 
Dubuque; James L. Connolly, Coadjutor of Fall River; 
John F. Dearden, Coadjutor of Pittsburgh; Hubert M. 
Newell, Coadjutor of Cheyenne; William A. Scully, 
Coadjutor of Albany; Emmet M. Walsh, Coadjutor 
of Youngstown; Aloysius J. Willinger, Coadjutor of 
Monterey-Fresno. 


Their Excellencies Bishops William R. Arnold, 
Military Delegate; Roman Atkielski, Auxiliary of 
Milwaukee; Allen James Babcock, Auxiliary of 
Detroit; Floyd L. Begin, Auxiliary of Cleveland; 
Joseph A. Burke, Auxiliary of Buffalo; James j. Byrne, 
Auxiliary of St. Paul; L. Abel Caillouet, Auxiliary of 
New Orleans; John P. Cody, Auxiliary of St. Louis; 
William E, Cousins, Auxiliary of Chicago; David F. 
Cunningham, Auxiliary of Syracuse; Augustine Dan- 
glymayr, Auxiliary of Dallas; Stephen |. Donohoe, 
Auxiliary of New York; Hugh A. Donahue, Auxi- 
liary of San Francisco; Leo F. Dworschak, Auxiliary 
of Fargo; Daniel Joseph Feeney, Auxiliary of Port- 
land, Me.; Joseph F. Flannelly, Auxiliary of New 
York; John Grellinger, Auxiliary of Green Bay; James 
H. Griffiths, Auxiliary to Military Delegate; Merlin }. 
Guilfoyle, Auxiliary of San Francisco; Charles H. 
Helmsing, Auxiliary of St. Louis; Francis E. Hyland, 
Auxiliary of Savannah-Atlanta; Raymond A. Kearney, 
Auxiliary of Brooklyn; Henry T. Klonowski, Auxiliary 
of Scranton; Hugh L. Lamb, Auxiliary of Philadel- 
phia; Raymond A, Lane, M.M., Superior General of 
the Foreign Mission Society of America; Eric F. Mac- 
Kenzie, Auxiliary of Boston; Timothy Manning, 
Auxiliary Bishop of Los Angeles; }. Carroll Mc- 
Cormick, Auxiliary of Philadelphia; Patrick J. Mc- 
Cormick, Auxiliary of Washington; Thomas J. Mc- 
Donnell, Auxiliary of New York; Thomas J. 
McDonough, Auxiliary of St. Augustine; Joseph T. 
McGucken, Auxiliary of Los Angeles; Edward P. Mc- 
Manaman, Auxiliary of Erie; John M. McNamara, 
Auxiliary of Washington; James A. McNulty, 
Auxiliary of Newark; William D. O’Brien, Auxiliary 
of Chicago; Leo A. Pursley, Auxiliary of Fort Wayne; 
George J. Rehring, Auxiliary of Toledo; Lawrence J. 
Shehan, Auxiliary of Baltimore; Alexander M. Zaleski, 
Auxiliary of Detroit 
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Bishop Charles H. Le Blond of St. Joseph, Mo., 
assistant for Charities; Bishop William A. O'Connor 
of Springfield in Illinois, assistant for Hospitals; 
Bishop Albert R. Zuroweste of Belleville, advisor for 
Rural Life, and Bishop Peter W. Bartholome, Co- 
adjutor of St. Cloud, advisor for Family Life. 
Monsignor Howard J. Carroll was reappointed gen- 
eral secretary of the National Catholic Welfare Con- 
ference. Monsignor Paul F. Tanner was reappointed 


assistant general secretary. 


The general meeting of the bishops at the Catholic 
University elected new members of various committees 


z 
as follows: 


Bishop Thomas J. McDonnell, Auxiliary of New 
York and former national director of the Pontifical 
Society for the Propagation of the Faith, to the 


Committee for the Propagation of the Faith; Bishop 
William O. Brady of Sioux Falls, to the Committee 
for the North American College; Bishop James H. 
Griffiths, chancellor of the Military Ordinariate, to 
the Committee on the Pope's Peace Plan; Bishop 
Charles Greco of Alexandria, La., to the Committee 
on the Confraternity of Christian Doctrine; Bishop 
Bryan J. McEntegart of Ogdensburg, to the Committee 
on Motion Pictures, and Bishop John F. Dearden, 


Coadjutor of Pittsburgh, to the Committee on the 


National Organization for Decent Literature. 
The Hierarchy issued two joint statements, on ‘The 


Child: Citizen of Two Worlds” and on persecution of 


LIC ACTION. 


Catholics behind the Iron Curtain. 
statements appear on pp 3-6 of this issue of CATHO- 


The texts of both 


N.C.W.C. Reports to Bishops Meeting 


Couering Qiscal Year July 1949 - June 1950 


Executive Department 
Archbishop Keough, Acting Chairman 
RCHBISHOP KEOUGH, acting 


chairman of the Administrative 
Board, as well as of the Executive De- 
partment, opened his report with the 
observation that his annual report was 
written against the back- 
ground of the Korean affair and the 
events at home and abroad which tm- 
mediately preceded, and were colored 
by it. 


ominous 


Immediately preceding it were 
many situations on the international 
scene equally explosive in character 
from both the military and the polit: 
cal viewpoint. At home, the prospect 
ctions seemed to have played a 
larger role in the determination of both 
foreign and domestic policies than was 
warranted by the stern realities of the 
time. Sharp and continuing clashes in 
the Congress and between the execu- 
tive and legislative branches over mat- 
ters related to foreign policy, such as 
aid to Korea, the Point Four program, 
the budget of the military esteblish- 


-— 
of el 


ment and many other major issues 
were evidence of the lack of general 
realization of the real state of world 
affairs. Charges of Communist influ- 
ence in the State Department tended 
further to complicate matters 

The Korean affair, however, rudely 
awakened the country to the fact that 


the wishful notion that there was pros- 
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pect of peace in the world for at least 
a few years was utterly illusory 


The decision of the United States 
and of the U.N. to intervene in Korea, 
meeting with almost universal approv- 
il, resulted in immediate decisions 
whereby in many respects the nation 
was placed on something very much 
like a war time basis. 

The reports submitted by the vari 
ous departments and bureaus bear 
mpressive witness to the vast interests 
of the Church which fall within the 
scope of the activity of the N.C.W.C 
ind indicate that our staff has had much 
important work to occupy it during 
the year. Even a casual glance at the 
range of subjects which they touch 
upon will serve as impressive evidence 

tance of the N.C.W.C., 
and of its alertness to 2r} 


problems. Careful 


of the impo 
contempurary 
examination of the 
activities of the past year indicatcs, 
moreover, how essential and how op 
portune is the ‘Catholic presence,” 
where so many of the major develop- 
ments at this critical juncture of his 
tory are taking place 

With the passing of the years i 
comes increasingly evident tnat thror 
the vision and support of the Bist ops 
the influence of the N.C.W.C. in the 
protection of Catholic interests and its 
opportunities for shaping the destiny 
of our mo society are increasing 

As this report is being written the 
question of the Internationalization of 


the Jerusalem area, referred by the 
Trusteeship Council, is scheduled for 
liscussion by the U.N. General As 
sembly. It will be recalled that a state 
ment of the Catholic position on this 
matter, adopted by the general body of 
the Bishops at the November 194¢ 
meeting was transmitted to the Presi 
dent of the United States, the Secre 
tary of State and the Chief of the U.S 
Mission to the United Nations. The 
position of the U. §. as reflected in 
subsequent discussions remained un- 
changed; that is support of the pro- 
posals of the Palestine Conciliation 
Commission, which, as the Bishops 
had pointed out 


international 


would not be rea 
ization 

There were many instances during 
the year of a widespread awakening 
on the part of the American people to 
the real nature of Communism, its 
tactics, and its menace not Only to the 
United States but to the world. There 


were the numerous trials and convic 


sympathizers which gave wide notice 
to their influence in American life, 
their methods of infiltration and their 
ultimate objectives. There was the gen 
eral debate over the foreign policy of 
the U. S. insofar as it seerned to lend 
assistance to the spread of Communist 
control, and heated discussion of the 
influences that shaped that policy 
Early in 1950, largely because of 
lack of public interest, the U.S.O. was 
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deactivated. Immediately there was 
formed a new organization known as 
Associated Services for the Armed 
Forces, consisting presently of only 
three of the voluntary agencies which 
had composed the U.S.O. The three 
are the Y.M.C.A., the National Jewish 
Welfare Board and, with the approval 
of its Board of Trustees, the National 
Catholic Cornmunity Service. The 
widespread interest of the Bishops in 
the new organization and their support 
of it proved to be a major factor in 
putting it on such a sound basis that it 
received full approval of the President 
of the United States and the military 
establishment. In the licht of the rapid 
expansion of the armed forces immedi- 

ly following the outbreak in Korea, 


the Bishops in 


required for in 
em to have 


uance of a resolution adopted 
dy of the Bishops at 

eting, an off 
sion Secretariat was 
Y.C.W.C. headquar- 
April 11, 1950 with the 
nd Frederick McGuire, C.M., in 
With so many of 
arly those in’ Asia, in a 
state of p litical ind 
ind many actually in the throes of war 


the Secretari 


errous prob 


the mission 
areas, part 
nomic distress 
t had many 
fame try deal unth. ja which the va 
Departments and Bus 

Whe: aere hi 


1+ 


designe qa to # 


formation of vé ctors of 
mission-sending agencies in the United 
States and to the personnel in the vari 


ous mission fields 


Bureau of Immigration 


= LINE with constantly fluctuating 


uations in the held of migration 


the Bure Immigration was re 
ir to adjust 
erous changes 
nd 
pportunities that 


legislative 


to rea h a I i\ 

try. Many Chin 
including relig 
problem when, 


into Commu 


terminate their visits or sutfer deporta 


tion. It was necessary not o to assist 


with the usual formal appeals for ex- 
tensions but to reassure each one that 
the deportation proceedings instituted 
in many of the cases were merely rou- 
ine and that none would be required 
to depart during the present emer- 


gency 


The Bureau is logically the place to 
h are referr those cases that 
DE é 1 for elsewhere. Thus 
amount of 
Further 
continuously 
had tailed 

ul study and int 
t and diplomatic handling. Due 


the 


ofh 

"ous 

> activities of 
he for 


P tp t 
e tot 


ance was given 
rants, including a 
American citizens 
" 


within the technt- 
eligible displaced per 
red to War Relief Serv- 

r the Catholic Com- 
The many that 


were handled by 


> activities were 
tightening 


rulations; 


uthorization for 
in Gl financee case Ss: 
off date for 

Also im- 

ting unmi- 

rally or tem- 

es, under the 

of pre-examina 
deportation, and 


iws of Mexico in 
of its cith 

the office at 
ollowed in the 

n on the part of 
the sO called 

and “wet-back” 
of migrant labor 
| nt in the 
ese cases 1n- 
deportation on 
ition would in- 
detriment to an 
legally 


American resident 


spouse Oo 


Bureau of Information 
URING the first year of the reacti- 
vation of the Bureau of Informa- 
tion, the following activities have been 
its highlights: 

The first major official project of the 
Bureau was to make available the an- 
nual November Statement of the 
Bishops (“The Christian Family’’) to 
press and radio. The Bishops’ state 
internationalization of 
Jerusalem was also circulated on the 
same wide scale. 


ment on the 


nplete text of the Holy Fa 


furnished to the American press along 
authoritative commentary by 

1cis Connell, C.SS.R. 

s were sent to the secular ps 


authenti 
nubli 


information on thx 
ized persecution of the 

behind the [ron Curtain. 

A nage dossier explaining the 
Church's canonization process was 
pared and released to the secular pres 
in time to bolster their coverage of the 

remony on June 24, 1950 at wl 
Maria Gorett: was proclaimed a sal 


In January, 


following the Fras 
incident in which Church of Ch 
s from Texas accused ¢ 
rch leaders of inciting Italian 
an inflammatory letter 
be from a nun in New 
- City was checked and exposed as 
» by the Bureau 
Dr. Richard Pattee’s 
“The Religious Question 


mailed 


| ner T 
i iding new mers ana 


ils in the country by the Bu 


‘Tf phy for the Mid Century 

Conference on Children 

ind Youth was collected for use by 
the conference planners 


z in response to repeated and 

slicized claims by Protestant 

iat Protestantism is history's 

guarantor of religious and 

political liberty, the Bureau had pre 

pared an historical outline giving the 

facts in regard to this claim. This out 

line, “The Protestant Theory of Perse 

was made available to all the 
Bishops in the United States 


rreatest 


ution” 


ehenstve report on the 
sroclamation of the Dog 


of the sumption of the Blessed 


Virgin Mary and the history and tra 


tit 
ation 


urrounding it, was prepared 
and sent to all the editors of the majo: 
newspapers and magazines of th 
country well in advance of Novem 
ber 1. 

The chief function of the Bureau ts 

e 1 ° = | 

to present reliable Catholic explana- 
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tions to secular communications media 
whenever questions touching Catholic 
nterests artse, and to correct misstate- 
nents and answer unjust attacks when- 
ever necessary. 


Office of 
United Nations Affairs 


HE REPORT of this office cites the 

increased duty of American Cath- 
»lics as citizens to share in the exercise 
f the responsibility of the United 
States for world peace and economic 
welfare through the United Nations 
Their responsibility seems even 2 es 
to help the influence of Catholic 
thought and action keep pace with the 
development s set 
and to 


astitutional 
tion by the 


just 
status of women 


mous field in which Catho 
by UN action 
hina, Korea, propaganda, 
1 stateless persons, social 


welfare, UNESCO, non-governmental 


yrvanizations, 


are touched 


rusteeship countries, 
rights of the child and others. 
Some matters considered by 
United Nations have been of immed 
ial interest to Catholics as 
ind the 


e.g., Jerusalem, human 


ights of religion 


MusHONnS Trust Area 
the moral aspects of 

The United Natio 
stitution and in the whole 


ts activities for h in wel- 


ds the spirit of Christ 


Business Management 
GROWTH of N.C.W.C. 


past d eee Wi 


ported that the total num- 
headquarters er 
90 to more 
years, while t 
months two new floors were 
yut into. serv i e N.C.W.( 
uilding, ew automatic telephone 


system wa murals 


n the lobby were completed by John 


Rosen, the celebrate« 
A total of 5 _ 807 pul 
distributed by the Publications Office, 
N.C.W.C., in the last year 


“st part of this circulation was reported 


iblications were 
The great- 


tor Papal Encyclicals, and for new 
titles published during the year 
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Education Department 
Archbishop Keough, Chairman 
NCE AGAIN, the Department of 


Education has tried to concentrate 
its attention on noche which on the 
one hand would make our schools 
more Catholic, and on the other, would 
associate them more intimately with 
those areas of American life to which 
our educational system must give its 
close attention. 

In working towards at mprovemet 
tholic school curriculum tl 
has emp its work- 
ing relationship wit 
on American Citizenshit 
tee on Religion and Pu 
of the American Coun 


I 
1, ms 
h the mmission 


Fd ca ion sponsore 
fice of Education 
search the 
public opi nion t 
teria 
teria 


1 


tation 
} } 
Noo! SYS 


irvey 


refer to feder 
school lunch 
? ition of 
sroposed postal rate 
» extension of social 
of Catholic institu 
creation of a Depar 
tucation, and Se 
exemptions, 
ation, the National 
and finally, 
ased time for 


In the field of internationa 
the Department continued 
relationsh P with UNESCO an 
sociated projects. Materials pt 
pared for the General Conference of 


JESCO in Paris in September, 1949 


gain for the Fifth General Con 


ference at Florence in May, 1950. The 


Department worked with Cathotn 
teachers preparing them to participa 

in seminars on the Social Studies mer 
in the field of Geography. A more 
working cooperation was 
maintained with the International 
Catholic Coordinating Committee for 
UNESCO in Paris 


, nl 
successful 


igge rnational 
h occupied no small 
partment’s attention re 
rnational exchange of 
ork of the Catholi 
Intellectual and Cul 
ed very 1 
problem 1 the 


MOTEL 


yn with HICOG in Ger 


epartment arranged for a 
1 Ayctrsan 


United States 


vited Stat 


rs to travel to Germany to assist 


for _— of progran 


and cultural affairs. 


( activities an in 
d above the regular de- 
services were Carri d on in 
information on Cath 


( oli 


lucational 


registration ana piace 


and the 
itholic teachers in ou: 
tions of higher learning 


Legal Department 
Bishop Walsh, Chairman 


RING the year covered by the re 
Legal Department, th 
Amendment to th 

titution was the sul 


courts Of sev 
nvolving ‘‘re 
concen 
a decision 

m Ruling 
ipreme Court to 


tin that case 


Legal Department has con 

great deal of research on the 

time nroblem as well as 

other facts of the Chuarch-State relation 

The information thus obtained 

distributed widely and the 

ge and materials developed by 

t have been made avail 

lioc esan attorneys throughout 

whenever the de partment’s 
ught 


ases involving the Churc 
lationship are presently pending 
Seg 
ictions to prevent the wearing of ré 
gious garb by instructors in public 
hools; prevention of Bible reading tr 
schools; prohibition of renta 
for church-owned propert: 
school board for use as a 

ic school. 


ourts them are 


‘aL 





In Mississippi, the State Supreme 
Court ruled, in an action in which the 
department had a vital interest, that the 
use of state monies to assist in the con- 
struction of a denominational hospital 
did not constitute a donation or gra- 
tuity for a sectarian purpose and, hence, 
was not a violation of the State Con- 
stitution. 


The department's report covered the 
second session of the 81st Congress in 
considerable detail. Highlighted is the 
travel of legislation aimed at providing 
Federal Aid to Education, Social Se- 
curity Amendments of 1950 and the 
new Internal Revenue Act Amend- 
ments. 


The House Education and Labor 
Committee had the Federal Aid to Edu- 
cation Bills under consideration for 
many months, but after the death of 
Chairman John Lesinski, the Commit- 
tee appeared to concentrate its efforts 
on reporting legislation to provide this 
Federal Aid only in those areas where 
Federal activities had contributed in 
substantial measure to the educational 
crisis which existed. The report points 
out that two measures were reported 
by this Committee and, subsequently, 
won congressional approval. One 
would provide Federal funds for assist- 
ance to local communities in the con- 
struction of school houses; the other 
measure would make Federal funds 
available to local school districts for the 
current expenditures involved in oper 
ating elementary and secondary schools 
Both measures were directed toward 
assistance of public schools 

The report contained some very in- 
teresting material on the extension of 
Social Security coverage to the en 
ployes of religious, charitable and edt 
cational organizations, Because of the 
tax exempt status of such institutions, 
the Congress and Federal officials have 
been unable through the years since 
the Social Security Act was first ap 
proved to find a pattern for the cover 
age of such employes, without, at the 
same time, endangering the tax exempt 
status of the organization. N.C.W.¢ 
has always urged the Congress to pro 
vide Old Age and Survivors Insurance 
coverage for such employes and has 
made several suggestions for the pro 
vision of such coverage—and the pro- 
tection of the tax exempt status which 
must be preserved because of the prin 
ciple it embodies 

After very lengthy hearings before 
House and Senate Commiitees, the 
Congress emerged with a plan to pro 
vide OASI coverage for employes of 
these non profit institutions on a com 
pletely voluntary basis-—thus, in a 
sense, adding to the guarantee of tax 
exeniption for non-pro “t religious. edu 
cational and charitable organizations 
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The department's report also ex- 

lains the principal features in the 
neste of the new tax bill. In its 
constant search for revenue with which 
to carry on the manifold activities of 
the Federal establishment, the Treas- 
ury Department recommended to Con- 
gress a levy on the “Unrelated Business 
Income’’ of organizations presently ex- 
empt under Section 101 (6) of the In- 
ternal Revenue Code. Both sides of 
Congress spent weeks in hearings and 
committee consideration before final 
passage of the measure. 

Many other topics which were the 
subject of congressional consideration 
are discussed. It is pointed out that in 
all matters which might have an effect 
on the work of the Church in the 
United States, various departments of 
the N.C.W.C. were consulted for ad- 
vice and recommendations 


In cooperation with the Catholic As- 
sociation for International Peace, the 
department kept in close touch with 
UN activities. It took particular in- 
terest in the work of the committee 
drafting the Covenant of Human 
Rights 

Representatives of the department 
met on many Océ asions with outstand- 
ing national non-sectarian groups in 
order to bring to the attention of these 
groups the thinking of Catholics in 


| 
such fields as education and social ac- 


tion, among others. 

The department provided informa- 
d advice to the National Coun- 
cils of Catholic Men and of Catholic 
Women for dissemination to the affili- 
ates of these 


tion a 


It also worked 
Catholix 
Community Service in furthering the 
activitie 


gre UPS 


closely with the National 


s of that Service with the newly 
formed Associated Services for the 
Armed Forces, successor to the USO 


epartment’s research work has 
erated because of the grow- 

' nand by Catholic lay men and 
women for information on many and 
which concern Cath- 

roughout the country 

t of this research has been 

¢ on divorce which the depart- 


ly distributing to mem 


nt’s concern with Fed 
eral administrative bodies being 
steppe because of the broadening 
controls over the Nation's economic 
life which are made necessary by the 
defense program. The department en 
deav to keep The Most Reverend 
Ordinaries informed of all regulations 
and controls as soon as they are an- 


nounce d 


Social Action Department 
Most Rev. Patrick A. O’Boyle, D.D. 


CCORDING to its annual report. 

the success of the Social Action 
Department, primarily a research 
and educational department, depends 
largely on the use of information and 
action by other organizations and in- 
dividuals, non-Catholic as well as 
Catholic, whom the Department serves 


It was noted in an introduction to 
the report that a two-fold advance had 
been made over the past year. First. 
there is almost universal abhorrence 
of communism in this country now, 
and secondly, the understanding is 
growing that communism is what # 
is because it: lacks right principles 
Growing also is the realization that 
the West itself has to recover the con 
viction of undying principles. The 
crisis caused by the lack of this con- 
viction within the West is now being 
revealed in the crisis caused by the 
struggle between communism and the 
West. 


The following is an_ indicatior 
rather than a summary of the work of 
the Department for the past year: 


The De partment has become the 
secretariat of the Inter-American 
Catholic Social Action Confederation 
A monthly news bulletin is being sent 
out to the Executive Council of the 
organization. 

Twelve formal as well as many in 
formal conferences on developments 11 
the Catholic social movement in 
Europe and Latin America were held 
with American labor and govern 
mental officials. It is hoped that the 
Department has successfully inter 
preted the Christian social movement 
to these officials. 

A variety of reports was issued dur 
ing the year by the Catholic Associ 
ation for International Peace which 1s 
located in the Department. ‘Toward 
an Integrated World Policy’’, including 
an addendum on some of the develop 
ments that the Korean crisis indicates 
is an attempt to make recommenda 
tions regarding the main elements of 
licy and practice 
the need for a spiritual revitalization 
and a better understanding of the 
rights of the individual and the n: 
tional and international comn 
as principal underlying factors 

Published during the year was 
Catholic Social Principles, a source 
book of authoritative documents from 
the Popes and hierarchy. This book 
should be of great assistance te 
teachers, students, labor and manage 
ment people in the field of socia 
action. Staff members helped in the 
distribution of Haman Relations in 


foreign po It stresses 
} 


mn good 
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Modern Industry, noted last year, 
which is now being translated into 
four languages. 

Three diocesan conferences of the 
Catholic Conference on Industrial 
Problems were held: Portland, Oregon; 
Steubenville, Ohio; and Charlotte, 
North Carolina. The Department con- 
tinues to keep the clergy informed of 
the events in social action by issuing 
its monthly Social Action Notes for 


Priests. 


In the interracial field, the Catholic 
Conference on Industrial Problems 
with the assistance of the Department 
has established a nucleus for a pro- 

sed national committee on race re- 
seed in economic life. One of the 
three meetings, noted above, was con 
ducted by the interracial office of the 
Conference. It was noted, however, 
that no major gain in interracial re 
lations on the national level was made 
during the year other than the Supreme 
Court decisions on education and on 
dining car service, and that one of the 
greatest difficulties is the failu 
Catholics to actively 
other groups in the field. 

Family Life Bureau 
HE Family Life Bureau continued 
during the year, as heretofore, in 
pressing for action along the following 
lines: 1) The dissemination of Chris- 
tian principles and ideals regarding 
Christian marriage and family life, 
and the counteracting of the false 
ideology of the day in these fields; 2) 
‘he reintroduction of religious prac- 
tices into family life; 3) The develop- 
ment of a program of recreational and 
social interests on the ho hearth; 
4) The elimination of social and eco- 
nomic evils that are harmful to the 
family; 5) The promotion of a pro 
parent education or child care 
6) The 


1couragement of marriage prepara 


ng within the hom«e 


tion courses, suited both to teenagers 
and to engaged couples; and 7) The 
promotion of activities Of an if §pira- 


tional nature in the fan 


f 
I 

1 ' 
ly field 


The Bureau also continued to en 
courage the use of al! channels that 
serve to bring 
the attention of the generality of 
Catholics These channels are the 
diocesan and parochial units of the 
Church, a variety of organizations, the 
school system, forums and conte 
institutes and workshops, lectures and 
discussion clubs, printed materials, and 
the spoken word 


its activity program to 


ences 


Bureau of Health 

and Hospitals 

’ | SHE HEALTH and Hospitals re- 
port highlighted the welcome lack 

of Congressional action on a universal 
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compulsory Government health insut- 
ance. Regret was expressed over the 
financial cut-back in funds for hospital 
construction—a basic step toward the 
solution of known deficiencies in the 


health field. 


Reasonable satisfaction with the de- 
\slopment of Catholic Physicians’ 
Guilds was expressed but a need for 
increased efforts in expansion was in- 
dicated. The director of the Bureau 
spent a month in South America this 
summer lecturing at the Third Inter- 
national Congress on Hospital Admin- 
istration. A considerable interchange 
of knowledge concerning Catholic hos- 
pitals in the United States and those 
in Latin America resulted 


National Council of 
Catholic Nurses 


ARKING its tenth anniversary, 

the National Council of Catholic 
Nurses, in its annual report, contrasts 
its present membership with that at 
the time o In 1940 the 
Council had membership in 30 dioc- 
eses with a total membership of 3,000; 
today it Had 
dioceses, with a total membership of 


organization 


membership in 60 


over 12,000, and eleven dioceses in 
the process of organization 


Since the establishment of the office 
at N.C.W.C., the Nationa 
has had effective working relationships 
encies in the field of 
Nursing and Healt! 


Council 
with other ag 


One thousand Cath 

tended the fifth dienmal convention 

and adopted as their goal for 19° 
ecruitment of students for Catho 
lic Schools of Nursing; the support of 
educational programs which would 
contribute to the preparation of qual: 
es in the care of the sick 
tion in charity and justice of 
slic relations and personnel 
and a con 
ng struggle against the threat of 


secularism 


or its members; 


Press Department 
3ishop Ready, Chairman 


| 8 bases ICITED praise from editors 
in this country and abroad indi- 
cated that the N.C.W.C. News Service 
“has attained to its highest usefulness 
{ } ar, in the world 
Catholic Bishop 

ly reported to the General Meeting 


news; 


of the Bishops : 


al progress has been made in the 
reporting, the news 
pints | 


wing censorship, 
é I 


» de- 

ily-gre news 

5 and devious attempts at 

inda in various parts of the 

The quantity of Catholic news 
continues to rise strongly 


The general press of the United 
States seemed last year to pay more 
and more attention to the editorial 
opinions expressed in the Catholic 
Press of the country. Leading secular 
newspapers printed, sometimes on the 
front page, editorials of Catholic pub- 
lications in whole or in part. This 
was particularly interesting because 
in its service to the Catholic Press 
the Press Department of the N.C.W.C. 
put particular stress last year upon 
“aids toward greater editorial strength 
for our papers.” This action repre- 
sented another step in a calculated pro- 
gram of advancement initiated in 1945 
As a result of this steady progress, 
N.C.W.C. News Service dispatches in 
the last year went to publications in 
50 countries and dependencies, the 
largest number in our history. The 
Service itself is in a better position to 
withstand “the recurring shocks” if 
fighting now going on in the world 
spreads and brings with it the unique 
problems of news coverage in a world 
engaged in conflict 

The report also contained an a 
counting on the Press War Relief 
project which the Bishops of the United 
States authorized the N.C.W.C. Press 
Department to undertake. The pur 
pose was to lend aid to the Catholi 
Press in the war-torn countries by mak 
ing available to Catholic publications 
and agencies the world-wide resources 
of the NC Service 
regularly to 18 countries, the publica 
tions helped numbering more than 300, 


The Service goes 


plus many radio stations 


mong the highlights of the news 
year the report listed the Holy Year 
developments in Korea; the Palestine 
Situation involv ng the internation 
Jerusalem area and ac 
cessibility to the Holy Places; the 
school question in the United States; 
hatrec of the 
Church in Rumania; the throttling of 
religion in Hungary; the conquest of 
China by the Reds. It was also noted 
that the N.C.WC. Press Department 
participated actively and prominently 
in the Third World Congress of the 
Catholic Press, held in Rome 


alization of the 


th unquencha 


Noticias Catolicas, the service of the 
N.C.W.C. Press Department which 
provides Catholic news in the Spanish 
and Portuguese languages to publica 
tions in Latin America, was also re 
ported to be enjoying gratifying suc 
cess 

Special mention was made of the 
death during the year of the Rt. Rev 
Msgr. Walter S. Carroll, American 
priest attached to the Papal Secretariate 
of State in Vatican City. His death 
was described as ‘‘one of the most 
severe losses to the Service and to the 
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Catholic Press itself." Through the 
“unique assistance” of Monsignor Car- 
roll, ‘ generously contributed’’ when the 
blow of World War II fell, the 
N.C.W.C. News Service ‘became the 
only news service in the world with 
an actual correspondent at the Vatican’ 
at that critical time. Any history of 
the N.C.W.C. News Service must 
record the extraordinary assistance of 
Monsignor Carroll, Bishop Ready con 
luded. 


Youth Department 
Archbishop Cushing, Chairman 


S [GNIFICANT growth and expan 

on highlight the report of the 
Youth Department for 1950. This 
expansion is due to a multitude of ele- 
ments which have entered the scene 
and which have enabled the great 
strides forward taken during the last 
year. 

Office space and personnel staffs 
1portant 
publica 
tions, have been extended and en 
production 
and by virtue of the excellent ma 


have been enlarged; the all-in 
channels of communication, 


hanced by new means ot 


terial graciously contributed by out 


standing leaders in many 


endeavor 


fields of 
;a Program Division, so neces 
sary t success of the youth pro 
gram at its operational level, the 
parish, was initiated by the Depart- 
ment and enthusiastically welcomed by 
youth leaders; meetings and workshops 
were organized and supervised; par 
ticular efforts were made in the exten 
liaison work with National 
and International Youth 
s, both governmental 


sion of 
serving 
Agencie and non 
governmental, in accorda 
recommendat mons maae 

National Conference on 


Youth Work; in 


and conventions were 


portant conterenc 
attended 
reports on these meetings wer 


available to diocesan wapcecet! 


esan programs for you 1 spre 
i 


the appointment of more 


and the appro} ration 


Likew cessful growth and 


yansion marked the Operations of 
student organizations work 

the Youth Department, 
Newman Club Federatior 

tional Federation of Catholi 
Students. Both conducted 
national 
to sponsor a Holy Year Pilgrimage, 
an activity of extraordinary magnitude 


important 


conventions and joined forces 


which reaped immeasurable spiritual 
and personal benefits for the voyagers 
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Singularly, the National Newman Club 
Federation, composed of nearly 600 
member clubs and confronted with 
difficult tasks, did much to advance 
their mission of bringing Christ to 
the secular campus, while the National 
Federation of Catholic College Stu- 
dents, also faced with paramount prob- 
lems, moved forward toward their 
ioe of one organization dedicated to 
hrist-like living thro ughout the 
world, not only during their collegiate 
careers, but like wise in the years there- 
after 


Catholic Action Study Department 


Archbishop Ritter, Chairman 
A* HBISHOP Joseph E. Ritter, 
Episcopal Chairman of the De 
partie ‘nt of Catholic Action Study, 
reported that His Holiness, Pope Pius 
XII, in April, 1950, told 56 Jesuit 
Sodality leaders, meeting in Rome in 
respect to the work of the Sodality of 
Our Lady, that the Marian Congre- 
with full right may be called 
tion under the 
Blessed Virgin. 


+t 
ul 


auspices 


ic most significant de- 
in the field of 


+} 


Catholic 

e United States is the 

Workshops for Priests’’ be- 

r the auspices of the 

airman of the Depart- 

ment of Lay Organizations, N.C.W.C 

and covered in his report to the 
Bisho 


1 States seminarians 
ynal Catholic Action Study 
ist 14-18, at St Procopius 
Lisle, Illinois 

is connected with 
1olic Action, estab- 
} Secretariat in 


Workers 
64 countries with 
Brussels. 


Christian 


States the general 
the YCW is located 
general study week 
ptember 3-10, 1950 

Missouri. Eleven 

A study week for 

lains was held in Brooklyn 
At gust 14-17. 


eleven cities at- 


States 
Forty 


irvey of Young Christian Stu- 
ichout the United States 
shows fifteen of the ec- 
clesiastic } 
The De part ) 
regularly periodical re field of 
Catholic Action from Belgium, Can 
ada, England 1, Holland, Mexico, 
Australia, and other places. 


receives 


“Catholic Action Notes’, the De- 
partment’s publication, is now going to 


over 2,000 subscribers. 


Lay Organizations Department 


Archbishop Lucey, Chairman 


The reports for the National Coun- 
cil of Catholic Men and the National 
Council of Catholic Women together 
cover the Lay Organizations Depart- 
ment over which Archbishop Lucey 
presides. 


National Council of 
— Men 
ABLISHMENT and service of 
“se iocesan Councils continue as the 
main work of the National Council of 
Catholic Men, Archbishop Robert E 
Lucey stated in his annual report at 
the 1950 meeting of the Bishops 
Presently affiliated with the N.C 
C.M. are 11 national organizations of 
Catholic men, 22. state-wide 


groups, 
and 2760 parish or other loca 


societies. 

The N.C.C.M. is seeking to 
strenethen existing Diocesan Councils 
and help estz ib lish new ones Strong 
through 
workshops for spiritual moderators, to 


efforts have also been made 


acquaint priests as well as laymen with 
the importance of the Council's work 
and devel 
apostalate 
be encoura 
the various 


p added interest in the lay 
It is felt that if priests can 
ged to come to grips with 

issues bearing on the lay 
apostolate, the necessity of Diocesan 
Councils of Catholic Men will become 
more clearly apparent and the request 
for organizations will come from with 


in the diocese 


A continuous flow of program aids 
and inforr nation on matte rs of cornmmon 
interest is mait ied through the m 
dium of sie NA C.M. section 
CATHOLIC ACTION, and by Cat 
Men, the illustrated news and 


bulletin of N.C.C.M. 


One of the important services of 
N.C.C.M. is attendance at national, 
international, secular and government 

f meetings. Among some of the 
more important meetings attended by 
N.C.C.M. representatives during th 
past year were Housing and Home 
Finance Agency; Citizens Committe 
Office of He yusing Expediter ; De p oe 
ment of State; Mid-century White 
House Conference on Children and 
Youth; United Nations Day Commit- 
tee; and All American Conference to 
Combat Communism 

The Narberth Movement of Cath 
olic information articles for newspa- 
pers is being used by some 400 groups 

The N.C.C.M. is connected with the 
Inter-American Catholic Action Fed- 


eration and with the International 
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Federation of Men of Catholic Action 
It is scheduled to participate in the 
World Congress of the Lay Apostolate 
in 1951 in Rome. 


N.C.C.M. has assisted the National 
Holy Year Committee and as part of 
its cooperation effected the distribu- 
tion of over one million four hundred 
thousand copies of the official Holy 
Year prayer. 


The Catholic Hour radio program, 
produced by the N.C.C.M. in coopera- 
tion with the National Broadcasting 
Company, celebrated its 20th anniver- 
sary in March. This and the two other 
N.C.C.M. radio programs, the Hour 
of Faith and Faith in Our Time, reach 
an estimated 6,000,000 listeners 


An example of the Council's con- 
cern with issues of the day was the 
Catholic Hour series against Commu- 
nism, “Operation Survival’, broadcast 
through July and August. Requests for 
copies of this and other programs for 
the year reached over two and one 
half million 


The N.C.C.M. will enter the tele- 
vision field, according to the report 
So far, it was stated, the cost has been 
great and the question of finances im 
portant: it costs about five times as 
much to produce a television program 
as a radio program. During the year, 
the N.C.C.M. released a study of the 
available Catholic resources that would 
be helpful to Catholic groups desiring 
to produce a television show. 


National Council of 


Catholic Women 


HE National Council of Catholi 

Women was organized thirty years 
ago by a mandate of the Bishops of 
the United States. Catholic women’s 
organizations in every diocese were 
asked to federate under the banner of 
the N.C.C.W. to give common voice 
and an instrument for united action, 
to insure proper Catholic representa 
tion and recognition of principles and 
to stimulate the work of existing or 
ganizations. The National Council of 
Catholic Women was asked to be a 
channel through which the great re- 
sources of the National Catholic Wel- 
fare Conference in the fields of educa- 
tion, legislation, public information 
and social action could reach the mem 
bers of the laity. It was seen as a 
unifying force in each diocese to carry 
out the program of the bishop, and its 
structure made possible the inclusion 
of every individual Catholic woman 
in every parish in the work designated 
as paramount. In this unification the 
opportunity for strength and prestige 
which belongs to Catholic women was 
envisioned. Through the establish- 
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nent of a national office, services to 
diocesan groups were made available 
through a trained personnel, in the 
development of leaders on a parish, 
diocesan and national level 


The progress in unity over the past 
thirty years is commendable. In 1920, 
95 organizations were affliated. In 
1930, 1700; in 1940, an one hundred 
per cent gain brought the number to 
3400; and in July of 1950, 6,259, rep 
resenting over six million Catholic 
women 


Through the N.C.C.W. national 
committee system, dissemination of 
material and information to promote 
and intensify Catholic activity was pos- 
sible. Eighteen national committees 
concerned with fam: y and parent edu- 
ation, Catholic home and school asso- 
iations, international and inter-Amer- 
ican relations, social action, cooperat- 
ng with Catholic Charities, rural life, 
war relief and resettlement are counter- 
parted in dioceses and women are kept 
nformed and are stimulated to work 


fields. 


uittce programs, resources, and 


stimulation are provided 
through the Monthly Message work- 
sheet of the N.C.C.W., which monthly 


s sent to all its afhliated organizations 


Catholic 


are developed 


women leaders and organ 
} 


d | through =the 
services of N.C.C.W. which are 
ital to the life of the fed- 
lude initial diocesan 
reorganization 
of already 


existing 


ncils 


leadership training throu 
conterences, institutes, and workshops 
and through personal representation of 


ind staff at diocesan conventions 


oard 
The Southwest Regional Conference in 
San Antonio, the Social Action Inst: 
tute, the Institute on the United Na 
ions, and the National Convention in 

eveland are examples of the types of 
raining made available 

The Council program this past year 
included special activities along with 
ts regular including the 
visitors both 
women, field 
two graduate 
Catholic 


program, 
sponsoring of foreign 
Japanese and German 
work placement for 

from University, 
representation on the national organi- 
zations committee of the Mid-century 
White House Conference on Children 
and Youth, representation at the Inter- 
national Union of Catholic Women’s 
Leagues, and presence at the Vatican to 
pay the respects of the Council to His 
Holiness, Pope Pius XII. 

Through the services of the head- 
quarters office, particularly in the dis- 
seminating of vast sources of informa- 
tion, in guiding women in the devel- 


pment of organization, in leadershi; 
training, and in aiding program plan 
ning, the development of more in 
formed Catholic women leaders is an 
ticipated. The encouragement of an 
informed, strong Catholic laity through 
i unified Council of Catholic Women 
who will participate in the vast re- 
sources of the National Catholic Wel- 
fare Conference is of vital importance 


National Catholic Community Service 


i JANUARY, 1950 the USO Board 

f Directors adopted a resolution to 
lose all operations and go on a stand- 
by basis, due to the failure of USO 

nd raising efforts. N.C.C.S., how- 
ever, continued to operate as many 
lubs as possible within resources made 
wailable by the Bishops’ Emergency 
Relief Committee. 

The YMCA and the NJWB also 
continued their work and the three 
agencies decided to form a new or- 
ganization known as Associated Serv 
ices for the Armed Fund 
raising, coordination of program and 
services are its main responsibilities. 


Forces 


Some of the remaining USO funds 
were secured; and local committees in 
over 500 cities developed for work 
with local Community Chests. The 
cooperation of the Bishops of | the 

1 States in the development of 
Associated Services committee was 
icant and extremely effec 
uestionably aided by the 

! these local Associated 

es committees have secured in 
clusion of quotas totaling approxi 
itely $3,000,000 in over 500 Com 
inity Chest campaigns, thus assuring 
that NCCS will receive the major por 
tion of its financing for the year 1951 
from funds contributed by the public 


NCCS has been able during the pe 
od of readjustment to retain, in fact 
to strengthen and develop, the interest 
of local Catholic groups and individ 
uals in its program 


service been 


Thirty units of 
continued under 
NCCS auspices from the period Feb 
ruary 1, 1950 to October 1, 1950. Des- 
ignations have been received to open 
five additional clubs, two of 


have 


which 


will primarily serve Negro troops 


Considerable study has taken place, 
on the national level, of community 
ind civilian needs growing out of the 
defense effort. In view of the unset 
tled international situation and in order 
that the agency of the Church for this 
particular work may participate in the 
planning to meet the needs of com- 
munities and civilians, N.C.C.S. has 
deemed it advisable to participate in 
the outlining of plans of a new organi- 
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zation to meet these needs, which will 
be known as the United Community 
Defense Services. 

The program inaugurated by NCCS 
to co-ordinate the efforts of Catholic 
groups and individuals for patients in 
Veterans Administration Hospitals has 
progressed remarkably well. The pro- 
gram is functioning in 135 Veterans 
Administration Hospitals. As a result 
of the representation on Veterans Ad- 
ministration Voluntary Service Advis- 
ory Committees, Catholic groups, or- 
ganized under the NCCS-VA Hospital 
program, may aid the — in 
serving the spiritual needs of our vet- 
erans as well as participate in the gen- 
eral recreational and social program of 
the hospitals. In addition, 60 diocesan 
committees have been organized or 
appointed by the respective Ordinaries 
to develop the Catholic volunteer pro- 
gram in the VA hospitals. There are 
76 various diocesan and parish organi- 
zations assisting in this vital program 
of N.C.CS. 


While at present N.C.CS. is rela- 
tively small compared to the large 
World War II agency, the Chgirch has 
in readiness an organization capable of 
expansion on short notice, supported 
to a great extent by funds contributed 
by the American public, and occupying 
a position of importance and influence 
in the fields of work assigned to it by 
the Bishops. 


War Relief Services - N.C.W.C. 
in CONTRIBUTION of. vast 
amounts of clothing, shoes and 
soap by the Catholics of America in 
the 1949 Thanksgiving Campaign and 
the purchase of huge stores of surplus 
commodities from the United States 
Government at a minimum cost made 
it possible for War Relief Services 
National Catholic Welfare Conference, 
the foreign relief agency established by 
the Administrative Board of Bishops 
early in 1943, to carry on tremendously 
significant programs of relief in many 
countries during the year between Oc- 
tober, 1949 and September 30, 1950 
Principally because of these two fac- 
tors it was possible to forward for 
distribution in areas of great need 
38,945,659 pounds of relief materials 
which were valued at $18,788,493.81 


During this same period War Relief 
Services — N.C.W.C. continued to 
maintain a broad program of resettle- 
ment of displaced persons in the 
United States and other countries. 
Since the time of the last annual report 
to the Most Reverend members of the 
Administrative Board, 31,899 dis- 
placed persons were brought into the 
country under the auspices of the 
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Bishops’ organization, bringing the 
total thus admitted to 65,178 persons 
out of 185,766 admitted by the United 
States Government. 


Although the number sponsored by 
War Relief Services—N.C.W.C.— 
practically all of whom were Catholic— 
represents only 35 per cent of the 
total numbers admitted, it is estimated 
that approximately 18,000 Catholic dis- 
placed persons were brought into the 
United States through the assistance of 
other agencies, which brings the total 
number of Catholics admitted to about 
45 per cent. 

Although shipments were made to 
many countries, the major portion of 
the resources of War Relief Services— 
N.C.W.C. were used to assist refugees, 
displaced persons and expellees in 
Germany, Austria and Italy, the refu- 
gees in the Near East and the refugees 
and suffering people in China, Japan 
and Korea. During the early part of 
the year, it was still possible to ship 
to Poland and, of course, help was 
given to the civilian populations of 
Germany, France and Italy, particularly 
to the children, the aged and the re- 
ligious in need 


There are six major groups who are 
still suffering tremendously as a result 
of the war and the present confused 
international situation, to whom aid 
and assistance will have to be con- 
tinued during the coming year. These 
groups include: victims of war in 
Korea and the Far East, 10,500,000 
expellees and volksdeutsche in Ger- 
many and Austria, and the “hard 
core’ of the displaced persons re- 
maining in Germany, Austria and Italy 
who will be no longer receiving care 
and maintenance from LR.O. 

There are also included the refugees 
from behind the Iron Curtain who are 
the responsibility of no governmental 
agency, refugees in the Near East, and 
surplus populations in Germany, Aus- 
tria and Italy who, because of general 
conditions, turn to the Catholic Church 
for help and assistance 


Confraternity of Christian Doctrine 


Bishop O'Hara, Chairman 


bes National Center of the Con- 
fraternity of Christian Doctrine, 
with the cooperation of 121 archdioce 
san and diocesan directors continued 
to promote an interchange and devel- 
opment of parish religious educational 
programs, not only for children and 
youth but also for adults; to prepare 
the laity to cooperate effectively with 
clergy and religious in developing the 
parish Confraternity program. The 
National Center serves as an informa- 
tion, service, and coordinating bureau 


in furthering the general Confraternity 
program. Correspondence, publica- 
tions, field trips, sampling of CCD 
materials, assistance to office visitors, 
diocesan directors, parish CCD officers 
etc., are services commonly rendered 
Requests for assistance have been re- 
ceived from all sections of the United 
States and Canada, from every conti- 
nent. Special assistance was provided 
to dioceses and Catholic colleges in 
the planning and conducting of train- 
ing courses for Jay teachers of religion. 

In the celebration of Catechetical 
Day, Biblical Sunday, and the promo- 
tion of a Confraternity pilgrimage, di- 
rectors actively cooperated with the 
National Center in local news releases 
to diocesan and secular newspapers, 
supplementing national-level releases 
issued by the Center. One of this 
years CCD trends on the diocesan 
level is an increase in deanery and 
diocesan priest-conferences devoted to 
organizing or re-activating parish Con- 
fraternity units. CCD all-day confer- 
ences for lay leaders are also on the 
increase 

Special activities embraced an In- 
ternational Congress of Religious In- 
struction, Rome, October 10-14, 1950; 
a National CCD Survey on the status 
of religious instruction in the U-S.; 
a CCD Special Training Course at the 
summer session of the Catholic Univer- 
sity; and preparation for the Ninth 
National CCD Congress to be held in 
Chicago, November 7-11, 1951, 


Committee on Motion Pictures 
Bishop Scully, Chairman 


EPORTING to the General Meet- 

ing of the Bishops of the country 
the Chairman of the Episcopal Com- 
mittee on Motion Pictures analyzed the 
status of the films as follows: 


Self-censorship of the American 
movie industry was complimented 
Fifty-three per cent of foreign films 
were found by the Legion of Decency 
to be objectionable in whole or in part, 
while only 20 per cent of the domestic 
production was found objectionable. 


It was noted, however, that a grow- 
ing number of films, both foreign and 
domestic, must be placed in the Legion 
of Decency's “Morally Objectionable 
in Part’ category This group was 
the highest so classified in the Legion's 
14 years of reviewing. The degree of 
offensiveness was found to be some- 
what less than in former years. 


The report listed 179 films, or 39 
er cent, as 'Morally Unobjectionable 
for All; 169, or 37 per cent, were 
“Morally Unobjectionable for Adults;”’ 
but only eight films were condemned 
outright. 
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You and Your Parish— 


The Strength of the Church 


The Parish and Social Action’ 


Rev. John F. Cronin, S.S. 


N THE social field, each parish faces a challenge. 
We must achieve a Christian solution for the 
critical issues of our day. On the surtace, these 
problems are social, political or economic. But they 


are also moral. It is the evil in the heart of man 


which makes society evil. Let us hasten to add, how- 
ever, that this does not mean that social problems 
are purely matters of personal morality. There are 
customs, habits, and organizations of society which, 
whether we like it or not, profoundly influence the 
lives of each of us. These also must be reformed 


This point was well expressed by the Australian 
bishops in their pastoral letter issued September 4. 
1950, 


Of all the factors distinguishing this century from the 
other nineteen of the Christian era, none is more sig- 
nificant than the overwhelming importance which 
organized bodies have assumed over the lives of indi- 
viduals. Governments, political parties, employers’ 
associations, trade unions, professional associations, 
trusts, combines, cartels, organizations of farmers and 
other primary producers, have come to wield an immense 
power, so that their decisions not only affect the lives 
of their own members, but are the intimate concern of 
every section of the community, and even of the citizens 
of other lands. . . . 


In each of these fields, a man’s power for encompassing 
good or evil depends on his control of one or other of 
these organized bodies, which are the bone structure of 
the community. By controlling one or other of these 
organizations, a man can do good or wreak evil which 
alike will affect the lives of great numbers of peopl 
Without this control, there is little he can do. The 
control of organizations is the key to the well-being or 
the suffering of the masses. . 

If the policies animating organizations of employers 
and workers are policies of justice and charity, the re 
sult will be industrial peace and harmony, the absence 
of industrial turmoil and unrest. But if they are policies 
of greed, suspicion and hatred, the results will be conflict 
and class-war. 


Unless we understand clearly the problem presented 
by the bishops, we do not understand the need 
for social reform or the methods for achieving it. 


* In this article, Father Cronin summarizes ideas contained 
recent books, Catholic Social Principles and Catholic 


in his two 
Social Action 
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1950-51 Forum Series 
Article IV 


We need both to make men better and to secure a 
healthy social atmosphere for them to live in. 

This in turn requires several concrete steps, which 
will furnish the outline for this article. 


1) We must know the social problems of our community 
and nation 

2) We must know Catholic principles in regard to 
social problems. 

3) We must spread these principles among Catholics 
and non-Catholics alike 

4) We must influence the organizations of society along 
these lines, especially those organizations of which 
we are members 


Each of these points deserves some detailed treatment. 


Social Problems Today 


Parish social problems roughly fall into two classes 
those which can be solved locally, and those wherein 
the parish community must influence some broader 
group, possibly national or even international. The 
importance of the first type is obvious, but we should 
not underestimate the worth of the second. At a 
ime when democracy is under attack from many quar 
ters, the best defense is to show how 
practice. This means full local participation in national! 
and international problems, whether political, eco 
nomic, or social. 

In the first class of problems, those affecting the 
local community, we find many thorny issues. They 
would include: race relations; housing; family prob- 
lems; labor-management relations on the plant level; 


it works ir 


poverty and all the ills consequent upon it, espe- 
cially when slums are involved; incomes inadequate 
for decent family life; civic responsibility and govern- 
nent efficiency, and the like. More important titles 
could easily be added to this list. 

Each of these problems directly or indirectly in- 
volves morality and religion. Some are problems of 


Others affect Christian living 
ndirectly. Thus, it is hard to preach Christianity to a 
minority group, when we discriminate against it 
violating charity even when we do not wound justice 
Again, the relationship between slum conditions and 


justice and charity. 
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i N.C.W.C. Forum Committee, representative 
of the National Catholic Welfare Conference, 
presents its 1950-5] series of eight articles, moni 
by month, under the general title, “You and Your 
Parish—the Strength of the Church”. These have 
been prepared for general use and should be especial- 
ly helpful to organization and educational leaders 


Use the articles: 
For your own information 
For stimulating a program of action in your organ 
iZation 
As texts for discussion clubs, forums, round tables 
radio talks. 
For informal discussion at home and abroad 


Use the questions at the end as guides for reading 
and discussion. 











crime, delinquency, and vice is notorious. Inadequate 
family income and poor housing often encourage 
birth control and set up tensions which break up 
marriages. 

Religion does not exist in a vacuum. Cardinal Su- 
hard dared to say we must make man human before 
we can hope to bring him to the likeness of God. If 
economic and social life brutalizes men, the path of 
religion is so much the more difficult. Moreover, the 
popes have spoken again and again on the moral prob- 

They have discussed such vital 
problems as: the status of the American Negro; the 
family; housing; 


a living wage; the class struggle be 
tween worker and employer; brutalizing poverty and 


lems of soctal life 


unequal distribution of wealth; and the conditions for 
making democracy work 

The parish likewise should be concerned with na- 
tional and international problems. Foremost in our 
minds today are the issues of peace and Communist 
threats to freedom 
the international field such as the raising up of our 
wounded brethren in nations suffering from exploita- 
tion. There are national problems in the labor-man- 
agement field; in agriculture; in such matters as de- 
pressions and unemployment; and in aspects of the 
problems of incomes, housing and even race relations. 

Again, it is essential to realize that these national 
problems are our problems. They are not to be 
solved exclusively in Washington or Lake Success— 
we in a democracy must find the solutions which our 
representatives should carry out. This is the real 
answer to statism, socialism or any other evil. We 
make democracy work when we are informed, articu- 
late, and active. We must know, we must speak, and 
often we must organize 

Here again we have clear teaching from the highest 
authorities of our church. The popes and the bishops 
have spoken on peace and international relations. 
They have been heard on broad social and economic 
problems. In fact, they have laid down principles for 
a free economic society, which would avoid both the 
anarchy of individualism and the tyranny of statism. 


ut there are other problems in 
But tl are other | blems 
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These truths we must master and give to our com- 
munity, in our own language and in our environments 
We can urge them, not merely because they are Catho- 
lic, but because they are so evidently true that all 
men of good will may accept them. 


Catholic Social Principles 


The world today is rushing towards solutions which 
may affect generations to come. That is why, in these 
years of crisis, it is vital that we have informed Catholic 
leadership. This leadership in turn must corte pri- 
marily from the laity. Such is the wish of the Holy 
Father, Vicar of Christ upon earth. Such also is the 
approach dictated by the realties of American life. 

That means that the Catholic layman, to be a true 
Christian apostle, must know the Church's teaching on 
these vital matters. Whether he be a worker, employer, 
doctor, lawyer, farmer, teacher or social worker, he 
has both an apostolic opportunity and an apostolic 
mission. The teaching of Christ is a seed which must 
be sown far and wide. 

But how can we learn these principles? Where can 
the teachings of the Church be found? Who will give 
them to us? These questions are both real and difficult 
to answer. But difficulties are challenges, not excuses. 
when the crisis is great. Today we do have an ade 
quate supply of literature to meet the need for in- 
struction. The papal documents, the messages of the 
bishops, and other authoritative material are available 
There are books and pamphlets (see the reading list 
at the end of this article) which explain them and 
apply them to American conditions. Most communi 
ties have trained teachers in high schools, colleges or 
universities who can read this literature and guide 
others who have not the time or the learning to read 
the originals. But many of us could put dawn the 
latest best-seller and be Christ-bearers through the 
reading of sound Catholic books and articles. 

With trained guidance from social science teachers, 
it is possible to have parish instruction along several 
lines. Some may incline to informal discussion groups, 
with carefully prepared programs and leadership 
Others may like more formal lectures, with outside 
speakers. Business men have formed many successful 
First Friday clubs. There are hundreds of fine labor 
schools in our cities. Such activities are a special 
challenge to Catholic organizations of one type or 
other. 

There is another type of training which springs from 
action itself. If, for example, we take the race prob- 
lem, or the question of labor-management relations. 
much can be said for direct action. This means meet: 
ing with representatives of all groups involved and 
finding out what is their problem. They might be 
asked for suggestions as to how it might be met 
Groups in other communities might be consulted. An 
informal committee could be set up. Some easy first 
steps could be found, since success is contagious. Then 
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the group could advance to more difhcult problems. 

These same principles could be applied to housing, 
family problems, and the like. Some of the finest work 
in these fields came from local communities, from men 
and women with no special training. Such achieve- 
ments as the Toledo Plan for labor-management rela- 
tions are purely local products. Not that there is no 
place for coordination and the gathering of others’ 
experience; but we must not fall into the opposite 
error of doing nothing until a ready-made plan is laid 
in our laps. 

Similar methods can be applied in meeting the 
broader problems of national and international af- 
fairs. Reading, discussion, lectures, forums, and simi- 
lar devices are popular today. Catholics should not lag 
behind the general community in their awareness of 
problems and their efforts to influence the solutions 
along sound Christian lines. 


Spreading the Message 


As we learn principles, it is necessary to put them 
into action. Sometimes we can use broad, adult-educa- 
tion methods for spreading our ideas. Catholic radio 
programs, forums open to the general public, and 
similar discussion devices can do much good. There ts 
a real place for activity which 1s formally Catholic, 
even though it is devoted to meeting broader problems 

Even more important, however, ts the influence we 
can exercise in existing secular organizations of which 
we are members. Doctors, for example, should not 
be content with fighting proposals for medical care 
which they consider unsound. They can take the lead 
ership in sponsoring sound, positive programs to meet 
real needs. If it costs upwards of five hundred dollars 
to have a baby, here is a financial obstacle to Christian 


about 


1 
ideals of family life. Can something be done 


it? This is something for Catholic doctors to discuss 
in medical socicties. 
In the labor-management ficld our ideal is peace 
! 


rather than the class struggle. Many sensible persons 
But they may not vnder- 


It is 


agree with this, as an ideal 
stand how this is to be done in practice. 
easy to blame the other party 


ways 
It is not always so easy 
to understand him. The business man can give plenty 
of justification for hostility towards labor. He knows 
this and that instance of 


and so forth. 


corruption, highhandedness, 
Likewise the labor leader can cite chap- 
He 
All 


it alive. It takes courage 


ter and verse on the callousness of business men. 
can tell of bloated profits and broken promises 
this is fine for keeping the fig! 
to break this vicious circle and to try to work for under- 
standing and harmony. It has been done, however, and 
men of Christian devotion can do it again 

Obviously we have but scratched the surface in the 
area of Catholic parish social action. In a 
which is so profoundly Set 


society 
tlarist; which leaves God 
out of daily life and especially tl 
society, there is a tremendous task to be done 


€ organizations of 


If each 


December, 1950 


Na REDE. 
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of us asks a few questions such as these, he will find 
much to do: Is my environment Christian? Are the 
principles of Christ practiced at my work, in community 
relations, in civic life, in national and international 
matters? How in the concrete can I make things 
better? Do I understand the Christian principles which 
the world needs? How can I get a better knowledge? 
How can we of the parish act to bring the message of 
Christ to the world? 


If we kneel before the Altar and ask these questions, 
we may hear an echoing answer: Going therefore, 
teach ye all nations. That is the work of the Christian. 
That ts the apostolic mission of the parish. 


In conclusion, there are three points to be remem- 
bered about parish social action: it is local, it is per- 
sonal, and it is organized. It is /ocal, because there 
are vital problems which can and should be solved at 
the community level. We save democracy by prac 
ticing it. It is personal, because the virtues of charity 
and social justice obligate each of us to help his neigh 
bor. We are obliged to be apostles in our work. 
Finally, it should be organized. Only social groups can 
make society Christian. 


QUESTIONS 


Why is the parish concerned with social problems? Are 
they simply matters of personal morality Why are national 
and international problems concern of the parish? 
find the social teaching of the Church? How 
ied in the parish? 


ilso the 
How does one 
is it app 

it apy 
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Holy Father Honors 
Archbishop Muench 


Most Rev. Aloisius J. Muench, Bishop of Fargo, North 
Dakota, who since 1949 has been regent of the papal nuncia- 
ture in Germany, has just been granted the personal title of 
Archbishop by His Holiness Pope Pius XII. The announce- 
ment was made by His Excellency Archbishop Amleto Gio- 
vanni Cicognani, the Apostolic Delegate to the United 
States, at a reception given by Bishop Michael J. Ready of 
Columbus to mark the opening of the new office of the 
Rome Bureau of the N.C.W.C. News Service. Both Arch- 
bishop Cicognani and Archbishop Muench were in Rome for 
the solemn proclamation of the Assumption of Mary. 

Archbishop Muench has been on special assignments for 
the Holy See almost since the end of World War H. He 
was appointed Apostolic Visitator to Germany by Pope Pius 
XII in 1946 and placed in charge of the papal relief. mission 
there. 


N.C.W.C. News Service 
Opens New Office of Rome Bureau 


On November 2, when the Apostolic Delegate to the 
United States and ten American Archbishops and Bishops 
were in Rome for the proclamation by the Holy Father of 
the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin as a dogma of faith, 
a reception was given marking the opening of the new office 
of the Rome bureau of the National Catholic Welfare Con 
ference News Service. Bishop Michael J. Ready of Colum- 
bus, episcopal chairman of the N.C.W.C. Press Department, 
and the staff members of the Rome bureau received the 
guests in the new office, located at Via di Campo Marzio 69, 
in the very center of Rome. Those attending expressed 
pleasure over this step forward in the development of efficient 
and speedy service from Rome to the Catholic Press in the 
United States and other countries. 


Catholic Association for 
International Peace Conference 

A group of persons including lawyers, philosophers, his- 
torians, economists, political scientists and students, in- 
terested and active in various phases of international life 
gathered in Washington, D. C., November 11-12 for the 


23rd Annual Conference of the Catholic 
International Peace. 

They took part in the workshop type of meetings to discuss 
the requirements for membership in the United Nations, the 
obligation of nations to maintain freedom of communica- 
tions, the reasons for the attitudes and actions of the USSR, 
the sources of unity and disunity in the West and the means 
of strengthening the United Nations. The papers presented 
and the discussion which followed considered mainly the 
principles involved in each of these questions but without 
ignoring the means and difficulties of their application. It is 
hoped that this information will be further developed for 
eventual publication. 

Judge Charles Fahy of the United States Court of Appeals 
was elected president. Other newly elected officers are: vice 
presidents, Brendan F. Brown, dean, Catholic University 
Law School, Louise McGuire, economist, Department of 
Labor, Thomas P. Neill, St. Louis University; treasurer, Edna 
Fluegel, Trinity College; assistant treasurer, Rev. John Paul, 
St. Paul's College; executive secretary, Rev. R. A. McGowan 
director, N.C.W.C. Social Action Department. 


Association for 


Thanksgiving Collection in Dioceses This Year 
Stressed Clothing for Korean Aid 


The invitation of Archbishop Francis P. Keough of Balti 
more, acting chairman of the Administrative Board, National 
Catholic Welfare Conference, to members of the Hierarchy 
in the United States this Thanksgiving stressed the need o! 
an emergency clothing campaign to alleviate the suffering of 
Koreans made homeless by the war and answer appeals fron 
others in need, such as the expellees and refugees in Europe 
and the Near East. 

In response to an urgent appeal from the Unified Com 
mand of the United Nations Forces in Korea, throug} 
the United States State Department, War Relief Services 
N.C.W.C. shipped 150 tons of clothing and other reliet 
supplies, which completely emptied the stock of wearing 
materials and bedding that the relief agency had on hand 

War Relief Services—-N.C.W.C. has also made available a 
quantity of medicines for Korea and is preparing additional 
stocks of medicine and food for prompt shipment 

The goal for the 1950 Thanksgiving Day collection was 
3,000 tons of wearable clothing and shoes. 
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We have grouped together, under the National Cath 
olic Welfare Conference, the various agencies by which 
the cause of religion is furthered, each of these, contin- 
uing its own special work in its chosen field, will nou 
derive additional support through general cooperation.” 

From the 1919 Pastoral Letter of the 
Archbishops and Bishops of the U.S 
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